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State of South Carolina
County of Richland
I, Tara Pennington, makes oath that the
advertisment, was published in The State, a
newspaper published in the City of Columbia,
State and County aforesaid, in the issue(s) of
No. of Insertions:

1

Beginning Issue of: 11/18/2021
Ending Issue of:

11/18/2021

Tara Pennington

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 18th day
of November in the year of 2021

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Errors- the liability of the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed the
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error, and then only for the first incorrect insertion.”
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Unlike IOC, WTA demands Shuai answers
Christine Brennan
Columnist
USA TODAY

A troubling story about missing Chinese tennis star Peng Shuai turned into
a full-blown international controversy
Wednesday afternoon when the WTA
Tour for all intents and purposes called
out China’s dubious state-run media for
lying, then doubled down on its support
for Shuai and all women in the ﬁght
against sexual assault.
The WTA’s strong words came little
more than an hour after Shuai’s name
resurfaced in a bizarre post on the CGTN
Twitter feed, more than two weeks after
the three-time Olympian accused a former high-ranking Chinese oﬃcial of
sexual assault, then went missing as her
accusatory social media post was deleted.
In the state-run media post Wednesday, Shuai denied everything in a statement that is best described as beyond
belief.
“Hello everyone this is Peng Shuai,”
the statement began on the CGTN Twitter account. “Regarding the recent news
released on the oﬃcial website of the
WTA, the content has not been conﬁrmed or veriﬁed by myself and it was
released without my consent. The news
in that release, including the allegation
of sexual assault, is not true. I’m not
missing, nor am I unsafe. I’ve just been
resting at home and everything is ﬁne.
Thank you again for caring about me.”
There was no photo. No video. No
proof of anything tying Shuai to the
words of China’s repressive government.
This would be laughable if it wasn’t
so serious.
China’s state-run media decided to
pin its statement to the WTA’s Nov. 14
demands that Shuai’s accusation of

Peng Shuai has been erased from Chinese social media sites since posting a
sexual assault allegation. 2017 AFP PHOTO

sexual assault against former Chinese
vice premier Zhang Gaoli “be treated
with the utmost seriousness. … Peng
Shuai, and all women, deserve to be
heard, not censored.”
China’s PR geniuses probably
thought their statement would end a
burgeoning worldwide controversy. Instead, they made it worse.
WTA CEO Steve Simon quickly responded:
“The statement released today by
Chinese state media concerning Peng
Shuai only raises my concerns as to her
safety and whereabouts.
“I have a hard time believing that
Peng Shuai actually wrote the email we
received or believes what is being attributed to her. Peng Shuai displayed incredible courage in describing an allegation of sexual assault against a former
top oﬃcial in the Chinese government.
The WTA and the rest of the world need
independent and veriﬁable proof that
she is safe. I have repeatedly tried to
reach her via numerous forms of communications, to no avail.
“Peng Shuai must be allowed to
speak freely, without coercion or intimi-

dation from any source. Her allegation
of sexual assault must be respected, investigated with full transparency and
without censorship.
“The voices of women need to be
heard and respected, not censored nor
dictated to.”
Let us stop for a moment and admire
every single word of that beautiful
statement. In a world of professional
sports cowards in which everyone from
the NBA to the International Olympic
Committee is afraid of provoking China,
the WTA stands tall today.
Unlike the WTA, the IOC waited until
Wednesday morning to chime in on the
censorship and disappearance of Shuai.
And that’s a shame, because with the
Winter Olympic Games coming to Beijing in less than three months, the IOC is
one of the rare organizations that could
actually do something meaningful to
help Shuai, who competed in the 2008,
2012 and 2016 Summer Olympic Games.
While Simon and the WTA had the
courage to threaten to no longer “operate our business in China if that’s what
it came to,” the IOC has chosen a meeker
path.
“We have seen the latest reports and
are encouraged by assurances that she
is safe,” IOC spokesperson Mark Adams
wrote in an email before the CGTN
tweet. “We are in touch with the International Tennis Federation who continue to monitor the situation.”
When asked to comment on reports
that Shuai, 35, the former top-ranked
doubles player in the world who reached
No. 14 in singles in 2011, has been censored, with her post accusing Gaoli of
sexual assault on social media platform
Weibo deleted, Adams declined to comment. When asked what the IOC thinks
of the sexual assault allegation, he also
had no comment.
And when asked about the farcical
CGTN tweet, he again had no comment.
In other words, just the bare minimum, which is always the IOC’s way

with China, even when it involves serious concerns about the fate of one of its
own Olympians, as is the case with
Shuai.
Actually, bare minimum is a kind way
to put it. Every indication is that the IOC
is going to go 2-for-2 in allowing China
to run roughshod over human rights and
everything else the IOC says it cares
about when the Winter Games begin
Feb. 4.
The IOC failed to use its substantial
leverage to force any semblance of
change heading into the 2008 Summer
Olympics in Beijing, and it sure looks
like it will fail again heading into the
2022 Winter Olympics.
Imagine if in 2003-2005, sometime
after giving China the greatest gift it
could imagine – the honor of hosting the
Summer Olympics – the IOC had
warned that if China didn’t stop its human rights abuses, it would take away
the Games and move them to another
city. The IOC issues all kinds of warnings and concerns, about all kinds of
topics. But it failed miserably when it
held so much power over China in the
years leading to 2008.
With the 2022 Olympics so close
now, China knows the IOC can’t move
the Winter Games. But the IOC certainly
could muster the courage to demand
real information from the Chinese government and from Shuai herself – not in
a preposterous government tweet – that
she and her family and friends are safe,
that her allegation of sexual assault will
be investigated independently and that
she will not be censored.
This is what the WTA has now demanded twice, joined by a who’s who in
tennis, including Naomi Osaka, Chris
Evert and Billie Jean King.
But the IOC? It is about to be responsible for the safety, rights and well-being of several thousand athletes at the
Beijing Olympics, yet at the moment, it
can’t get its message right about even
one athlete.

Cash repeats as AL manager; Kapler wins NL honor
Noah Trister
The Associated Press

For Kevin Cash, being mentioned in
the same sentence with Bobby Cox is an
honor.
“That’s wrong. I shouldn’t be,” Cash
said. “But saying that, it’s incredibly
humbling. When you think about greats
in our game, Bobby Cox is right there.”
Cash has now accomplished something only Cox achieved previously –
back-to-back Manager of the Year
awards. Cash won the American League
honor Tuesday night.
The Tampa Bay skipper was joined
by San Francisco’s Gabe Kapler, who
won the National League award.
Cox took the NL honor two years in a
row with Atlanta in 2004-05 during his
Hall of Fame career.
That’s the feat Cash has now
matched. He led the low-payroll Rays to
a second consecutive AL East crown
this season. Tampa Bay (100-62) ﬁnished with the AL’s best record before
losing to Boston in the AL division series.
The Rays made it to the World Series
in 2020, but Cash came under criticism
for removing starting pitcher Blake

Snell in the ﬁnal game.
But if anything, quick hooks like that
were a fairly normal strategy in this
year’s postseason – perhaps another example of Cash and Tampa Bay being
ahead of the curve on new ways to approach the game.
The Rays are now 2 for 2 on major
awards. Outﬁelder Randy Arozarena
was named Rookie of the Year on Monday. It wasn’t always the smoothest of
seasons for Tampa Bay – right-hander
Tyler Glasnow and reliever Nick Anderson were limited by injuries – but the
Rays still held oﬀ threats from the Red
Sox and Yankees in their division, as
well as an improving Toronto team.
“We had the youth, we had the athleticism, and ultimately the talent to perform really really well,” Cash said.
Seattle’s Scott Servais ﬁnished second behind Cash in the voting by members of the Baseball Writers’ Association
of America. Houston’s Dusty Baker was
third.
Charlie Montoyo of the Blue Jays was
fourth, followed by Alex Cora of the Red
Sox, Tony La Russa of the White Sox and
A.J. Hinch of the Tigers.
Cash received 19 of the 30 ﬁrst-place
votes.

Cash

Kapler won the NL
award after guiding the
Giants to a franchisebest 107 victories in his
second season with the
Giants. He beat out Craig
Counsell of the Brewers
and Mike Shildt of the

Cardinals.
Kapler managed two seasons in Philadelphia before being ﬁred. The Giants
hired him after Bruce Bochy’s retirement. Kapler had both big shoes to ﬁll –
Bochy won three championships with
San Francisco – and a struggling team to
take over. When the Giants went 29-31
in the pandemic-shortened 2020 season, it was their fourth straight losing
record.
Then, in a year when the star-laden
Dodgers and Padres were supposed to
compete for NL West supremacy, San
Francisco surged to the best record in
baseball. The Giants beat out the Dodgers by a game for the division crown, although they lost to Los Angeles in a
tightly contested division series.
Kapler said he’s learned to become a
good listener.
“I think I’ve really started to respect,
understand and appreciate the feed-

back that I’m getting from players on a
regular basis,” he said. “I really trust our
players.”
As it turned out, Bochy was the person who announced Kapler’s award on
the MLB Network show.
“I continue to feel like it’s impossible
to ﬁll Bruce Bochy’s shoes,” Kapler said
Tuesday.
Perhaps it is, but now Kapler has
done something Bochy never did with
the Giants – win Manager of the Year.
Bochy did receive the award in 1996
when he was with the Padres.
Kapler is the ﬁrst Giants manager to
win since 2000, when Baker received
the honor for the third time in an eightyear span.
Counsell ﬁnished second behind Kapler after leading the Brewers to the NL
Central title. Shildt was third – a month
after he was ﬁred over what Cardinals
President John Mozeliak described as
philosophical diﬀerences.
Brian Snitker of the World Series
champion Braves and Dave Roberts of
the Dodgers were the other managers to
receive votes.
Kapler received 28 of the 30 ﬁrstplace votes, which were cast before the
playoﬀs began.
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Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit
and service cooperative, is requesting proposals for
Public Safety Training and Simulation Equipment and
Technology to result in a contracting solution for use by its
Participating Entities.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Proposed Revision to Mexican Wolf Experimental
Population Designation and Announcement of
Public Information Sessions and Hearings
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is proposing to
revise the experimental population designation for the Mexican
wolf (Canis lupus baileyi) in the Mexican Wolf Experimental Population Area in
Arizona and New Mexico under section 10(j) of the Endangered Species Act.
We have analyzed our proposed revisions in a draft supplemental environmental
impact statement (DSEIS) pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. The
Service invites public comment on the proposed rule and DSEIS. Comments must
be received on or before January 27, 2022. More information can be found at http://
www.regulations.gov, reference docket number FWS-R2-ES-2021-0103-0001.
We are holding three public information sessions and two public hearings on
the proposed rule and DSEIS. These will be held via the Zoom platform so that
participants can attend remotely or by telephone, as follows:
• On November 18, 2021, we will hold a public information session from
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Mountain Time.
• On December 8, 2021, we will hold a public information session from 5:30
p.m. to 7 p.m., Mountain Time, followed by a public hearing from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m., Mountain Time.
• On January 11, 2022, we will hold a public information session from 5:30
p.m. to 7 p.m., Mountain Time, followed by a public hearing from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m., Mountain Time.
Registration for the information sessions and hearings is required. For information
on how to register, visit https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/mexicanwolf/10jrevision. Additional information can be found in the “Public Information Sessions
and Public Hearings” section of our proposed rule at the docket number provided
above. If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), please call the
Federal Information Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands
of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,
nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies
located in the United States and Canada.
A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal
https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.
Proposals are due no later than January 18, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.
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Notice
Basic Information
Estimated Contract Value (CAD)
Reference Number
Issuing Organization
Owner Organization
Solicitation Type
Solicitation Number
Title
Source ID

$120,000,000.00 (Not shown to suppliers)
0000212439
Sourcewell
RFP - Request for Proposal (Formal)
011822
Public Safety Training and Simulation Equipment and Technology
PP.CO.USA.868485.C88455

Details
Location
Purchase Type
Description

All of Canada, All of Canada
Duration:4 years
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and service
cooperative, is requesting proposals for Public Safety Training and
Simulation Equipment and Technology to result in a contracting solution for
use by its Participating Entities. Sourcewell Participating Entities include
thousands of governmental, higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit,
tribal government, and other public agencies located in the United States
and Canada. A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the
Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only
proposals submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be
considered. Proposals are due no later than January 18, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

Dates
Publication
Question Acceptance Deadline
Questions are submitted online
Bid Intent
Closing Date

Prebid Conference

2021/11/18 09:08:49 AM EST
2022/01/10 05:30:00 PM EST
No
Not Available
2022/01/18 05:30:00 PM EST

2021/12/09 11:00:00 AM EST

Contact Information
Procurement Department
218-894-1930
rfp@sourcewell-mn.gov

Pre-Bidding Events
Event Type
Attendance
Event date
Location
Event Note
Bid Submission Process
Bid Submission Type
Pricing
Pricing
Bid Documents List

2021/11/18 09:08:56 AM EST

Prebid Conference
Recommended
2021/12/09 11:00:00 AM EST
Online Conference
Login information will be emailed two business days prior to the event.

Electronic Bid Submission
Lump sum
Lump sum
Item Name

Description

Mandatory

Bid Documents

Documents defining the proposal

No
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Categories
Selected Categories
GSIN Category (1)
S

Services
Services
U

Educational and Training Services
Educational and Training Services
U099S

SAFETY TRAINING COURSES
Safety Courses - formerly S32620

MERX Category (1)
N

Services
Services
N16

Educational and Training Services
Educational and Training Services

UNSPSC Category (1)
86000000
86100000
86101800

2021/11/18 09:08:56 AM EST

Education and Training Services
Vocational training
In service training and manpower development
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